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Memo from Mary 
 

 
Hello  

 

Firstly let me say a great big thank you to all of you for taking the step to join my 

Official North American Fan Club. It’s really exciting for me, and I hope it is for you too. 

There will be all sorts of features and new pictures in each of the magazines. 

 

So what’s been happening in first few months of 2007… well as many of you will know I 

came down with the dreaded virus whilst in Branson in November last year, and ended 

up in hospital there for a few days. 

 

That viral bug really knocked me sideways and when I got home from the USA I was 

still suffering the effects of the virus, and spent much of the early part of 2007 still 

recuperating.  However I’m now back to full health and had a great start to my March 

solo tour by performing at the Albisguetli Festival in Zurich, Switzerland. It’s a festival I 

really enjoy taking part in and I had a good time there.  

 

So many of you have asked about my planned new Inspirational album; well at last I’ve 

had chance to work on the songs for the album, which I’m really excited about, and 

hope for it to be completed and out by the end of the year. As soon as I have any news 

on the release I’ll let you know! 

 

As I write to you I am currently on tour in the UK, and will be back in Branson at the 

Tri-Lakes with Daniel O’Donnell for two weeks in May then onto various other North 

American venues, which no doubt means I’ll get to speak to some of you whilst there. 
   

Enjoy the North American fan club! 
 

Love 
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New Album...in the studio with Mary 
 
For some time Mary has been keen to do an Inspirational album but getting the time to spend in 
the studio is not so easy when on the road touring for a large part of the year. However Mary has 
been working on songs for the album and is hoping to release it by the end of the year.  
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Introducing Des Carolan 
 
 
So who is Des Carolan you may be asking…? 
 
Des Carolan is the young man who accompanies Mary 
on tour as her special guest when she does her own 
tours. Des is from Kells in Ireland, which is about 20 
minutes from where Mary lives. When he recorded his 
first single, called ‘Candle in the Wine,’ Mary heard and 
liked it. Mary suggested Des go on tour with her to get 
some experience at that time, and he made his debut 
performance as Mary’s guest, at The Lawn, in Lincoln, 
England, on 14 March 2000. He has been appearing as 
Mary’s special guest on her solo tours ever since. 
 
 

 
Mary & Des 

 

 

 
Des Carolan 

  
 
The very first album Des recorded 
was called ‘Without You’ and he has 
gone on to record a further 3 albums. 
 
When Des is not touring he runs his 
own pub in Ireland called The 
Hunterstown Inn located in Ardee, 
County Louth. 
 
 

 
 

Family Feature…meet Mary’s father – Tom Duff 
 
 

Tom Duff, is a traditional family man, and has led an 
interesting life.  His own love of music began as a young 
boy when his father bought him a tin whistle. After a long 
time of saving his own money, he was eventually able to 
buy his first accordian. He formed his own band and 
became sought after on the music circuit, playing 
traditional Irish seisuin, ceilidhes and set dancing. Tom 
Duff is also well known within sporting circles in Ireland. 
He played Gaelic football for Royal County Meath, won a 
top honour medal for Meath in 1954, and continued 
playing football well into his 40’s for Syddan GFC. You 
can see who Mary gets her ambition and drive from! 
 
 

 

 
Mary’s father pla ying live on stage 

 
Mary with  her Mother and Father 
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Mary’s band 
 
Mary has a 6 piece who band accompany her on solo tours, covering a variety of instruments 
including Steel Guitar, Dobro, Mandolin, Drums, Accordian, Piano, Keyboard, Lead Guitar, 
Acoustic Guitar, and Bass Guitar. 
 
The three longest standing members of the band, w ith Mary since the early days, are Stephen 
Milne, Marty McDermott, and Mickey McCarney (featured below).   
 
 
 

 

 
Marty McDermott (Bass Guitar 
and Backing Vocals) with Mary 
since 1987, from County Louth, 
Ireland. Marty also plays a big 
part in helping to set up all of 
the equipment prior to shows. 

 
Marty McDermott 

 
 

.   
 

.  
 

 

Stephen Milne (Piano, 
Keyboard, and Backing Vocals) 
with Mary since 1987, from 
County Louth, Ireland.  Stephen 
also plays in Daniel O’Donne ll’s 
band, so some of you will no 
doubt recognise him from 
Daniel’s shows. 

 
Stephen Milne 

 
 

  

 

 
 
 
Mickey McCarney (Lead Guitar 
and Acoustic Guitar) comes 
from County Monaghan, Ireland 

 
Mickey McCarney   

 
 
 

 

 

 
Mary backstage with the band 
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Picture this…fan club launch 
 
 

       
 

 

 
New Members 

 
Here are some of our first 

new members who signed 

up whilst visiting the Fan 

Club promotional stand at 

the Tri-Lakes Theatre in 

Branson.  

  

 

        
 

 
Folks, if you happen to be in 
Branson again in May this 
year, don’t forget to come 
say hello to us at the North 
American Fan Club stand. 
Our stand will be situated 
close to the merchandise 
stand so you certainly won’t 
miss us! You’ll be able to tell 
us what you think about the 
fan club so far. 
  

 

 
Remember we’ll be there at 
the Tri-Lakes Theatre for a 
week, between 11th and 19th 
May! 
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From the Editors desk 
 

 
 

 
Welcome to the very first Mary Duff Official North American Fan Club newsletter magazine. You can 

be proud in the knowledge that you are one of our valued fan club members. 

 

Thank you for the Questionnaire responses we received back from the Membership Packs, keep 

them coming in. It’s good to get a view about what kind of things you would like to see in the 

magazine. You may even recognise we have included some of your suggestion(s).   

 

We hope you enjoy all that you see and read in the magazine. We’ve got interesting features lined 

up for future issues, and there will be some regular pages in the magazine such as competitions, 

tour dates, Memo from Mary, In Focus, Picture This, Merchandise, and the Editors letter, Remember 

you can always contact us by email or postal service.  We will of course be very interested to hear 

your comments about the first magazine, and we are always happy to receive suggestions for future 

issues.  

 

We’d like to draw your attention to Brian the snail seen directly below; take a good look at him as 

he’ll be part of a newsletter competition in the next issue.   

 
 

Until the next issue, take care & spread the word about Mary’s North American Fan Club! 

 

Diane and Mary 

 

Best Wishes 

Diane 

 
Insight into  a very bus y office! 

 

PS.  My husband Steve, who some of you may have met whilst in Branson, is a great support and 

help with the North American Fan Club and I’d like to take this opportunity to publicly thank him for 

his dedicated time and endless patience…he’s a star! 

 

 
 

FAN CLUB CONTACT DETAILS  

Postal address:  Mary Duff North American Fan Club, PO Box 8452, Nottingham NG5 6WT , ENGLAND 

Email address:  fanclubmessages@ntlworld.comfanclubmessages@ntlworld.com 

Web site address: www.northamericanfanclub.comwww.northamericanfanclub.com 



 

Mary Duff Official North American Fan Club   
 

8

Some days it’s a dog’s life… 
 
 

 

 

 

Mary takes pleasure in the simple things in 

life when she’s at home on a break from 

touring, and walking the dog is one of the 

delights of having time at home. 

        

 

Mary’s dog Caesar is still only young and 

therefore very lively. He loves being around 

people and getting the attention, and 

always wants to play with everyone he 

comes into contact with.                                                 

   

 

He may be young but he’s certainly a 

strong dog and has lots of energy. 

Sometimes it can seem like Caesar is 

actually taking Mary for a walk rather than 

the other way around, Mary taking Caesar 

for a walk! 

 

 

Here Mary is seen out on a walk with 

Caesar around the lanes of her home 

village, and up on the putting green at the 

back of the Newtown Country Club.  
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The special man in Mary’s life 
 

 
 

Paul and Mary 
 
 
Meet Paul McKenna, the man who won Mary’s heart!  
 
Mary and Paul got married on 9th January 1992, at their local church in County Meath, Ireland. Paul 
spends his time running their Newtown Country Club and other business interests. He is also Mary’s 
Manager and goes on the road with Mary when she is on her own solo tours.  
 
As with many aspects of any show the sound is extremely important and if you are ever at one of 
Mary’s shows you can be sure to find Paul doing a grand job making sure all runs smoothly at the 
controls of the sound desk.  
 
  
 
 

 
 

Mary & Paul on their wedding day 

 
 

Paul a t the sound desk 
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In Focus…  
 
The Lawn, Lincoln, England 
 
 
This is the first of our ‘In Focus’ features, highlight ing The Lawn in Lincoln.  In each future 

issue of the fan club magazine we will focus on a different venue/location where Mary 

performs on tour. 

 

 
Mary backstage at The Lawn 

 

Mary’s annual show at The Lawn in Lincoln 

runs in association with BBC Radio 

Lincolnshire’s Gold Appeal, and is that little 

bit extra special because it is for charity, 

with the funds raised going to one or two 

different charities each year. 

  

 
Mary with Radio presenter Veronica Capaldi 

 

The Lawn is an intimate venue, which ho lds 

a full-house audience of about 450, and 

Mary’s annual show is always a sell-out. 

Mary has her regular tour guest Des 

Carolan performing at the show too, but just 

for this particular show a local Lincolnshire 

man called Billy J also appears. You only 

need to be in the venue to feel the buzz 

from the audience in anticipation of Mary’s 

entrance on stage, and Mary of course 

never fails to give an amazing show. 

 
To add to the charity funds, in the course of 

the evening a raffle prize draw is held, and 

on some occasions, time permitting, an 

auction for various donated items (including 

pictures of Mary) takes place during the 

show interval.  

 

 
Pat and Mo Ruhier 

 

Pat and Mo Ruhier are the dedicated 

couple responsible for organising this show, 

which they have done for the past 12 years, 

and their time, energy, and commitment in 

promoting the show is also testimony to the 

success of the event. They even go that 

one step beyond the required, and always 

provide a wonderful backstage buffet for 

Mary and her band. 
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Mary during rehearsal at The Lawn 

 

The venue itself has quite some history 

attached to it with the original site dating 

back to the Iron Age. The building was once 

an asylum and was extended by adding 

further rooms over the years. It was 1910 

before the installation of electric lights was 

completed! In 1985 The Lawn was closed 

and in 1986 the central courtyard was 

covered w ith a ‘lantern style’ ceiling, which 

is currently the Lincoln Suite where Mary’s 

show now takes place each year. The Lawn 

was re-opened in November 1990 by His 

Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, as the 

entertainment venue it now is.  

 

 
Commemorative plaque at The Lawn 

 

Mary is usually on a tight tour schedule and 

doesn’t get the time to see very much of the 

cities or towns she performs in, however 

the city of Lincoln has much history to it and 

Lincoln Cathedral impressively commands 

everyone’s absolute attention as it proudly 

dominates the skyline high above the city.  

 

Lincoln city has three unique quarters; they 

consist of the Cathedral Quarter (with the 

Cathedral and Castle), the High Street 

Quarter (stores and cafes in abundance), 

and the Cultural Quarter (with shows, and 

where many artefacts from the Iron Ages, 

Roman, Saxon, Viking and Medieval eras 

can be seen).  More recently, in 2005, 

Lincoln Cathedral was used as a film 

location for some of the scenes shot in the 

‘The Da Vinci Code.’  Lincoln is also known 

for its famous Christmas market, which 

itself attracts many visitors year after year.  

 

 
Lincoln Cathedral 

 

Mary, as always, takes the time to meet 

fans after the show at The Lawn and to 

have pictures taken, and then Mary and the 

band are back on the road once again, 

driving through the night to the next town 

for the next concert!   

 

 

 

For more about the history of L incoln Cathedra l visit 

their web site  www.linco lncathedral.comwww.linco lncathedral.com 
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Lyric lines competition - closing date 4 July 2007 
 

Below are some of lyric lines from four of Mary’s songs, taken from various albums.  
 
We want you to identify the song title for each set of lyrics. If you choose to visit the Competition 
page in the Members Only area of the Fan Club web site, you will find there are also sound clips 
of these lyrics to listen to. The winner will choose one of the following CD’s signed by Mary as 
their prize; Time After Time, Heartbreaker, Just Lovin’ You, Favourites, Just A Country Girl, or 
Live at East Kirkby Aviation Centre. 
 
 

Song 1 
 
By a lonely prison wall 
I heard a young girl calling 
Michael they have taken you away 
For you stole Trevellian’s corn 
 

Song 2 
 
And for years to come 
You were the one 
To sleep with me at night 
To laugh and talk and share my thoughts 
And hold me when I cried 
 

 

Song 3 
 
At the age of sixteen years 
Oh he quarrels with his peers                             
Who vowed they’d never see another one 
In the dark recess of the night 
Where you age before your time 
 

 

Song 4 
 
I’ve travelled many counties in Ireland 
But there’s still one I’m longing to see 
It has been a part of my homeland 
And it brings back fond memories to me 
Where I wondered alone in my childhood 
Reviewing the sights I once seen 

 
 
This competition is open to Members of the Mary Duff Official North American Fan Club only. 
 
To submit your entry to the Lyric Lines competition, please send either an email to 
fanclubmessages@ntlworld.comfanclubmessages@ntlworld.com or alternatively by postal entry to the fan club address, listing 
your answers at the side of each song, for example Song 1 and your answer, Song 2 and your 
answer etc, and don’t forget to include your full name and membership number. 
 
 

 
 
 

Who, What, Where, When competition   
 
This competition is open to Members of the Mary Duff Official North American Fan Club only. 
 
To enter this competition, simply tell us WHO is Mary’s regular special guest on her own tours, 
WHAT  country was the Albisguetli Festival in that Mary performed at in March 2007, WHERE is 
Mary going to be on 30 th June, and WHEN is Mary in Wales this year? 
 
Send your entry by email or postal entry listing the answers for who, what, where, when, and 
include your full name and membership number. The winner will be allowed to choose one of 
the pictures featured on page 3, 8, or 13 of the magazine and will be sent the original 8”x10” 
master copy of the photo, signed by Mary. 
 
Closing date 4 July 2007 
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Anyone for a game of pool? 
 

 

  

 
So that’s what Mary gets up to in her spare time then is it…?! 

 

 

In Mary’s pub the Newtown Country 

Club, there’s a pool table situated just 

to one side of the bar area, and on 

occasion you just might find Mary 

playing a game of pool there with the 

locals.  She plays a keen game of pool, 

so don’t mess with this lady when she’s 

sizing up the pool table…just look at 

that deep concentration with her eyes 

firmly on the ball for the next shot. 
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Fan Club Merchandise   
 

See the loose sheet in the fan club magazine to be used for placing orders. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
Close up of motif 

shown here 

 

 
Embroidered Yellow Rose Long Sleeve Sweatshirt (ava ilable in Green or Black)  CODE M1 

 

  
 

10” Tall D UFFO Teddy Bear 
moveable arms/legs C ODE M3  

 
Embroidered Yellow Rose Baseball 

Cap  (in Green) CODE M2 

 
Keyring D uo 

Set o f two keyrings CODE M4 

 

 
 

Embroidered North American Fan Club 
Polo Shirt (in Sky Blue or Navy)  

CODE M6 
 

 

 
Embroidered Yellow Rose Polo Shirt  

(availab le  in Green or B lack)  
CODE M5 

 

 

 
Embroidered North American Fan Club 

Sweatshirt (in  Sky Blue or Navy)  
CODE M7 
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Fan Club Merchandise 
 

 

 
NOTE 

Currently all merchandise 
needs to be ordered by 
using the loose sheet 
white form in the Fan 
Club magazine. By the 
next issue we will have an 
online ordering / credit 
card payment option 

 
 

Pen & Keyring C ombi 
consisting 3 pens & 2 keyrings 

CODE M11   

 
 

 
Pack of 5 Pens with Mary Duff/North 

American Fan Club on side of pen (b lue 
ink) CODE M9 

 
 

  
 

8” x 10” Photo of Mary in recording stud io  
CODE M10 

 
Embroidered Yellow Rose Scarf in  B lack 

 (60” long) CODE M8 

 

 
 
 
 

Swap Shop  
 

We are introducing a Swap Shop section in the next issue which will allow you to place an entry up to a 
maximum of 55 words, for any duplicate items of Mary’s that you have and would like to swap, for example 
CD’s, DVD’s, or other Mary items, or if you want to ask if other members have a particular CD or DVD that 
you are finding it difficult to get. 
 
All requests for this page can be submitted either by email to fanclubmessages@aol.com or by postal fanclubmessages@aol.com or by postal 
service to the usual fan club address, and must be no longer than 55 words in total. Only one entry per 
person per fan club magazine issue. For publication in the August magazine we must receive your entry by 
June 30th at the very latest. The fan club is unable to act as negotiator for any of your dealings in the Swap 
Shop, so you will need to add your contact details as the idea is for other members to contact you direct if 
they wish to respond to your entry.  
 
We are going to trial the Swap Shop section in the August newsletter magazine and see how it goes. If we 
receive entries for the page and you the fan club members find it useful, we will continue with the page in 
the December issue and review it as we go along. 
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Tour dates 2007 
 
Listed are Mary’s solo tour dates and also dates Mary will be appearing in concert with Daniel 
O’Donnell. All dates shown are correct at the time of going to print, however we recommend you 
check with the venues for any changes. Australia/New Zealand dates are yet to be confirmed. 
 

 
 
MARCH   
Frid        2 Albisguetli Country Music Festival, Zurich, Switzerland (Mary’s solo tour) 
Sat         3  Albisguetli Country Music Festival, Zurich, Switzerland (Mary’s solo tour) 
Frid        9 The Lawn, Lincoln, England (Mary’s solo tour) 
Sat       10 Centre Stage, Butlins, Minehead, England (Mary’s solo tour) 
Sun      11 Winsford Civic Centre, Winsford, England (Mary’s solo tour) 
Wed     14 Gt Northern Hotel, Bundoran, Ireland (With Daniel) 
Thur     15 Gt Northern Hotel, Bundoran, Ireland (With Daniel) 
Sun      18 Waterfront, Belfast, N. Ireland (With Daniel) 
Mon     19 Community Centre, Ballinagh, Ireland (With Daniel) 
Frid      30 The Point, Dublin, Ireland (With Daniel) 
 
APRIL  

  

Mon       2 INEC, The Gleneagle, Killarney, Ireland (With Daniel) 
Tue        3 INEC, The Gleneagle, Killarney, Ireland (With Daniel) 
Sun      15 AECC, Aberdeen, Scotland (With Daniel) 
Tue      17 MENA, Manchester, England (With Daniel) 
Thur     19 Metro Radio Arena, Newcastle, England (With Daniel) 
Sat       21 Nottingham Ice Arena, Nottingham, England (With Daniel) 
Mon     23 NIA, Birmingham, England (With Daniel) 
Wed     25 Wembley Arena, London, England (With Daniel) 
Frid      27 CIA, Cardiff, Wales (With Daniel) 
 
MAY 

  

Mon 7- Sat 19 Tri Lakes Theatre, Branson, Missouri, USA (With Daniel) 
Mon      21 Kansas City Music Hall, Kansas City, Missouri, USA (With Daniel) 
Wed     23 Civic Center, Des Moines, Iowa, USA (With Daniel) 
Frid      25 Sioux Falls Arena, Sioux Falls, South Dakota, USA (With Daniel) 
Sun      27 Credit Union Centre, Saskatoon, SK, USA (With Daniel) 
Tue      29 MTS Centre, Winnipeg, MB (With Daniel) 
Thurs   31 US Bank Theater at Target Cnt, Minneapolis, USA (With Daniel) 
 
JUNE 

  

Sat        2 Five Flags Centre, Debuque, IA, USA (With Daniel) 
Mon      4 Milwaukee Theatre, Milwaukee, WI, USA (With Daniel) 
Wed      6 Seagate Center, Toledo, Ohio, USA (With Daniel) 
Frid       8 Soaring Eagle Casino, Mt Pleasant, MI, USA (With Daniel) 
Sun     10 Shea’s Performing Arts Center, Buffalo, NY, USA (With Daniel) 
Tue     12 Sovereign Center, Reading, PA, USA (With Daniel) 
Frid     22 Grand Hotel, Llandudno, Wales, UK (Mary’s solo tour) 
Sat      23 Grand Hotel, Llandudno, Wales, UK (Mary’s solo tour) 
Sun     24 Grand Hotel, Llandudno, Wales, UK (Mary’s solo tour) 
Wed    27 Market Drayton Town Hall, England (Mary’s solo tour) 
Thur    28 Chichester Country Music Club, England (Mary’s solo tour) 
Frid     29 Tiverton New Hall, Devon, England (Mary’s solo tour) 
Sat      30 The Brookhouse Motel, Soham, England (Mary’s solo tour) 
 
JULY 

  

Sun       1  Corn Exchange, Kings Lynn (Mary’s solo tour) 
 
NOVEMBER 

  

2nd – 30th Tri Lakes Theatre, Branson, Missouri, USA (With Daniel) 
 
DECEMBER 

  

Sat       1 Tri Lakes Theatre, Branson, Missouri, USA (With Daniel) 

 


